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Practical guide to the attention of agents 
in charge of nautical surveillance 
of Marine Protected Areas
 Marine protected areas have a cardinal importance by  maintening  the 
biodiversity on  West African coasts.  The economy of the countries strongly links to the 
exploitation of the sea resources and a break of these resources would be disastrous for the 
populations.  One of the objectives of the Regional Coastal and Marine Conservation 
Programme for West Africa (PRCM) aims to show the importance of  protected marine areas 
to the renewal of the stocks and the conservation of the habitats related to. This initiative 
needs a strong envolvement of the populations living in MPA into preservation and 
supervision of the areas on which they depend.  
 It is in this context that FIBA supports the creation and management of MPAs 
through capacity building of their human, materiel and institutional resources, setting up 
effective surveillance systems designed in function of their needs.
  Since 2004, this reinforcement proceed in a regional program of  training of 
agents in charge of surveillance, supply of monitoring equipment  and support with inter-
institutional collaboration between the MPA and the other leaders implied in the marine and 
coastal resources management.
 This guide mainly aims to support the  practical training, to strength the 
instruction, to bring emergency solving  and to supervise  the regional MPA on a common 
procedure basis.This technical base will thus make it possible the agents to do their job in 
a most safe and effective way.
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